C E R T I F I C AT E O F S P E C I A L I Z AT I O N

Criminal Law

Juris Doctor students who have demonstrated a specialized proficiency in criminal
law may receive a Certificate in Criminal Law in addition to their Juris Doctor degree.
To qualify for the certificate, students must complete
the following requirements:

1. Students must meet all general requirements for

Academic Affairs, who will consult with the relevant faculty
members as necessary. The Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs also has the authority to remove courses from the
above list of electives if they are no longer offered.

a J.D. degree.

2. Students must complete a total of 17 semester

credit hours that must include:
Criminal Procedure (3-4)
Evidence (3-4)
and the remaining necessary credits of elective study
to reach the required 17 hours from the following
courses (not all of which are offered each year):

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Advanced Criminal Law
Advanced Criminal Procedure
Crime Victims’ Rights
Criminal Process Course and Externship
Criminal Penalties/Sentencing
Current Issues in Criminal Law
Directed Research on a criminal law topic under
the super-vision of a criminal law faculty member
(up to 2 credits)
Environmental Crimes
Federal Criminal Law
Innocence Clinic
International Criminal Law
Juvenile Court Law
Perspectives on Counterterrorism
Seminar with a criminal law focus
White Collar Crime

Due to the evolving nature of the law school curriculum,
new courses or seminars may count toward the certificate
course requirements; inquiries about whether a particular
course qualifies should be directed to the Associate Dean for

Non-law school courses may be taken to fulfill the elective
credit requirement with prior approval by the Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs. Such courses will be approved by
the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in consultation with
the relevant faculty members.

3. Students must complete all certificate requirements
with at least a B overall average and no grade lower
than a B- in courses taken to satisfy the certificate.

4. Normally, students earning the Criminal Law

certificate must complete the Criminal Process
Course and Externship, and it is strongly
recommended that students do so. However, for
good cause shown, such as when a student does
not intend to pursue a career as a prosecutor
or defender, the Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs may waive this requirement. In making
such decisions, the Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs will consult with relevant faculty members.
Only 3 credit hours of any externship, including
the Criminal Process Externship, may be counted
toward the 17 credit hour requirement for this
certificate. Please note that Trial Advocacy is a
prerequisite to the Criminal Process Externship.

5. Students must write a paper that satisfies the Seminar
Paper Requirement dealing with criminal law.

6. A student may not exercise a CR/NC option in a
course that counts toward the certificate.
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